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deceitful, harmful and foolish mysteries. Tell me and explain to me what an old tarnished horse-shoe, or
a four leaf clover, or the number thirteen, or an elk’s tooth, or a rabbit’s foot, or a fox’s tail has to do
with the good fortune or bad fortune of a person? Or, from where does the gypsy woman have the gift
of foretelling me what the future will bring me? Or, since when does the prosperity or the adversity of a
person depend on the position of a certain star or a group of stars? But the astrologer claims this, He
dresses himself in the peasant coat of the Eastern sage, wraps his disheveled crop of hair with a thick
Turkish towel and this elegant man and woman of high society believe such a fraud.

So man humbles his mind before the mind of a trickster, but he refuses to bend his mind and
submit it to the all-intelligent mind of God, the Creator and Lord, We don’t understand the mysteries of
faith, but we believe in them and we believe intelligently, because we know why we believe because the
authority of God inclines us to do so. Here it is worth quoting the Savior’s words that he said to the
unbelieving Apostle Thomas: “Because you have seen Me, Thomas, you have believed; blessed are those
who have not seen, but have believed.”

Must | also present to you again the results of faith, or what faith gives to a person? Faith
expands the scope of our knowledge because to the natural laws which man iearned it gives man the
knowledge of supernatural truths which he could never acquire on his own. This is an example which
one can easily understand. On a clear warm night, go out on the flat roof of your house and gaze at the
heavens. Above your head is spread out a gilded carpet, pierced by thousands of stars, twinkling merrily.
You are not a normal person if you are not enchanted by this sight and if you do not begin to marvel at
the majesty of God. There are so many of these stars, and they are so beautiful, so splendid and so
impressive. With the naked eye, you can see about 6,000 of them, not counting the Milky Way.

Then on some other evening, go to your nearest astronomical observatory, study the sky with a
telescope and begin to study that same sky which you had studied previously with your naked eyes. You
won'’t recognize it as the same sky. Instead of a few thousands of stars, you will see millions of them of
various sizes, hues and beauty. Without the telescope, you wouldn’t even suppose that they exist and
probably in your simple-mindedness, you would have judged that only that many of them exist as you
had seen without the aid of the telescope. Now, do you see how mistaken you would be?

That which the telescope is for the eyes, that is what faith is for man’s intellect or mind. Man,
having armed his mind with faith, a supernatural instrument which reaches further, sees more and helps
him to understand better than he would without it. Just by reason along, a healthy mind and a healthy
person can recognize and learn very much, but only up to a certain boundary because the sphere and
range of our knowledge was, is and always will be limited. It is only when faith joins the mind that the
mind begins to become enriched with new truths, of whose existence without faith we would not even
be able to suppose.

During our present times, there are found individuals, both among the simpletons as well as
among the seemingly educated people, who have rejected the dignity and the authority of Christ our
God. The first ones did this out of ignorance, the others out of self-conceit; however, it was always
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under the one and the same pretext in order to avoid surrendering their intellect to the intellect of a
teacher and director. This is old history.

From the beginning of the world, there were two forces that were trying to gain or win the mind
and heart of man. One force was faith and truth. The other force was disbelief and deceit or falsehood.
Already in paradise, faith and truth were warning Adam and Eve to believe God, not to eat the fruit of
the forbidden tree because they would die. But, disbelief and deceit were denying that, whispering and
encouraging them to: “Try it, eat it, not only you won’t die, but you will become equal to God.”

We know too weli whom they followed, whom they believed and whom they obeyed. Disbelief
and deceit cheated them and what was the result of this? Heavy labor, tears, suffering and death. That
struggle over the mind and heart of each person continues to be waged; true God or the idol, the mind;
faith in God or faith in the creations of a bankrupt human mind. If a person does not choose God as a
teacher and director, he will go after the illusive, dim little light of the human mind which is entangled in
the situations of life and will fall into the nasty smelling swamp. Do you want to believe? Believe deeply,
sincerely and with your whole heart because faith does not belittle you but it uplifts you. Faith does not
offend you, but it ennobles you. Faith does not make you unhappy, but it makes you happy. Faith will
not lose you but will save you.
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December 18, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

If you listen carefully and impartially to these radio talks, you have most probably noticed one
characteristic that says much and gives you plenty of food for thought. This fact is that a small
insignificant part of the examples given here are taken from past times. Yet the examples come from
current life, from times that are not so long ago from the present situations. This is a natural thing for
we are not living in the far past nor in the future or as someone so wisely once said — “man is not living
in yesterday nor in tomorrow, but only today.” Therefore, it is only natural that a person is most
interested in the events and contemporary happenings of today.

| also often read letters or excerpts of letters that | receive from my listeners. These letters are
very interesting because they reflect what is taking place in the minds, hearts and souls of modern
people. Despite the apparently learned deductions and debates, there is nothing new in them, nothing
of depth. Despite this stupefying and at every step praising under the heavens the progress made, there
is evidence of a deep backwardness, of a dullness of mind and a numbness of heart. Despite a pretended
balance, there at the bottom, piles of disquiet, dissatisfaction, alarm and fear are burning. There is
something there that pinches, that chokes and that bites. People are trying to extricate themselves, to
excuse themselves and to justify themselves therefore they grab a pen and write. Sometimes they bare
their souls and unconsciously show the empty spots in their minds and hearts.

Listen to what a person wrote and how he wrote it in the middle of the past month of
November: “Father Justin insists that man must believe and must pray. Isn’t this too bold of an
assertion? Why does a person have a mind? Why does he have a free will which is nothing other than
freedom? Faith takes all freedom away from man. Faith orders him to bow before some kind of invisible
God; it forces man to live his life according to what is commanded by the Roman Pope who wants to
rule the world.

| don’t believe and | don’t pray yet, | have enough of everything much more than those who
believe and go to church. Learning completely substitutes faith and education means more than prayer
which shows that man cannot help himself and it lowers the abilities of a person to zero. Father Justine
would do better if he would give the people more education and would talk less about faith and prayer.”

From here to my talk entitled:
THE UNINTELLIGENT INTELLECT

| don’t know from where my correspondent copied all of these objections. If he thinks that he
thought up something new, something so intelligent, he’s badly mistaken. These are only a weak echo of
the voices of the intellectual revolutionaries, not only from the past several years, but from past
centuries. These are some of the slogans of the past and modern unbelievers: Man has a right to indulge
his inclinations. Faith crushes freedom and more without end.
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Already back in the fifth century, St. Augustine answered these objections in this manner: “From
the sickness of error and unbelief into which humanity fell on account of original sin, man could be
cured either by the help of the work of his own intellect as a means given him by nature or by the help
of God’s authority, as a supernatural means. At first glance, it would seem that the intellect alone would
suffice, that it was even a responsible means. Actually in the original state called the natural state,
alongside a scanty revelation, the Lord God used the intellect to raise man. This intellect would have
sufficed if man used it properly.

Meanwhile man, due to laziness or sluggishness, either didn’t profit from it completely, or due
to pride and vanity abused it for his own ruin. It finally came to the point that the intellect, which in the
light given him by the Creator should have lightened the paths of man, itself went on the wrong track
and became the source of the most fearful darkness and the most horrible mistakes. God allowed this to
humiliate man so that he would understand from his own experience that he is not able to be self-
sufficient and so that he would learn to seek advice, enlightenment and help from God.

Everyone who seriously studies the events of ancient times must be struck by the fact that the
not numerous and scorned Jewish nation that in regards to learning, art and statehood stood much
lower than its neighboring pagan nations, but it was the only one which avoided the perversion of the
mind into which these others fell. It also excelled them in the wisdom of their civil organization, the
depth of their truths which they professed and the nobility of the principles according to which they
lived. The reason for that was the fact that they based their religious life, their economy and political life
on the principle of God’s authority, namely on the authority of the representatives of God, the
patriarchs, prophets and priests. Finally, they rested it on God Himself, in the Human Figure living
among the people, teaching the people, first in person and then through His Apostles and disciples and
finally through their successors in the Church, so that in the people today, that which was good in the
Jewish nation by its Divine Authority uplifts, improves and perfects.

From the appearance of Christ here on earth, this fact is verified that the more people submit to
the external power established by Christ on earth, the more that thought shines in them, their
development reaches further and the greater becomes their true progress. The human mind shows up
best not when it takes care of itself freely and voluntarily, but when it humbles itself before
representatives of lawful authority.” Here | end arguments of St. Augustine.

Now to some peaceful and sober talk -The life of a person, from the moment of conception in the
mother’s womb until the moment that he lies in the womb of the earth, depends on the help and care
of others. A child depends on the authority of his fat her and mother. An old man depends on the
authority of his care-givers. There is not a moment in life in which a person did not depend on the
statement or on the authority of another. | am speaking of the natural life. So much more so should the
supernatural life depend on a similar authority because this refers to eternal happiness, an eternal fate.

When a human being comes into the world, his intellect does not yet possess any knowledge;
his mind is yet pure, not cultivated by learning. His mind is unconscious, it is like a smooth blackboard
and as clean as an unwritten card. On this blackboard, or on the blank card, from the moment when
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were are capable of recognizing things, we begin to register our impressions given to us by others. In
accepting them, we believe others by faith in people. Without this faith, we would not be able to learn
anything. We would be unable to take a single step, neither in learning nor in science nor in any kind of
progress. By recognizing the authority of others over himself, a person neither humiliates himself nor
does he lose his liberty and freedom. On the contrary, he shows foresight, solicitude and intelligence.
The following is an example:

When a person is ill, he calls for a doctor. The doctor examines him and writes a prescription for
medicine. The sick person uses the medication according to the prescription. By doing so is the sick
person humiliating himself? Is he in any way offending his dignity? Is he renouncing his independence?

Every intelligent person will admit that the sick person acted intelligently by calling a doctor and
following his advice and directions.

Or you are traveling somewhere in a country or in some huge city that is unfamiliar to you. You
have no idea where you are, where you should go or what direction you should take. What should you
do? You turn to a policeman. Since you are frightened you ask him for information so that he would
point out the road leading to where you plan to go. You listen to him, depending on his words and you
believe him. You say to yourself — “he’s trained in these things. He knows the area perfectly; he knows
much more than | do therefore he deserves to be believed. | shall take the road which he points out for
me. Am | being imprudent in doing so?”

People act in a similar way — all people regardless of their position or education. They are bound
by the bonds of mutual trust which flows from mutual faith in each other. What would be possibly
happening in this world if there was no trust or such faith in people? All learning, science and the arts
would vanish because a person is not able to grasp, investigate and penetrate everything with his own
mind. However, a healthy mind stands on guard and tells us to believe people in natural matters.

When an astronomer or a researcher of heavenly bodies teaches that on the moon there are
hills, knolls, valleys, ravines and canals why shouldn’t | believe him? Am | going to stubbornly say “I don’t
believe because | was never there, | have never seen those things and | have never examined them.

Shouldn’t | believe a geologist, a researcher, who spent many years studying the development of
the earth, the rise and multiplication on it of the life of plants and animals; that somewhere in Alaska
there is a mountain within which is hidden a vein of pure gold worth billions of dollars?

If | am stubborn and answer all the arguments of this scholar saying that | don’t believe and
won’t believe because | have never been to Alaska, have never seen the mountain, nor have | ever
tested that vein of gold to see whether or not it is genuine.

Do you know what that scholar would say to me in such a circumstance? He would look at me
with pity, he’d wave his hand and throw me one short, but well understood word — “You're crazy” and
that would be the end.
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If in matters and thing referring to natural life one must necessarily depend on the prestige, the
authority of others and believe others. Then what must be said about matters in the supernatural area?
If we believe in the first and we must believe people, then why shouldn’t we believe in God?

You can think whatever you want and say whatever you please, but the fact always remains a
fact, that every person, regardless of his position and education, must submit his mind to the authority
or prestige of others. There is a well-known and recognized principle that says “Whoever wants to
become the master, must first be the student.”

The student must at first become filled with the principles of the teacher, must believe his
words and then only can he become independent. Furthermore, how many times do we hear how
people talk: “Why do | believe in that? Why am | saying that? Because he said it and because he wrote
like that.” People believe others whom they consider as authorities, not even asking if there is any basis,
any truth or any kind of sense. They repeat like a prayer after their mother, knowing that such a prayer
goes smoothly. Finally, there is no advice or any help for this. A person is already like that by nature. He
must believe others and base his behavior on this belief. Sometimes that person’s faith is under all
circumstances completely blind, naive and deprived of any sober and wise foundation, but a person
must have it; | repeat once more that every person, be he a boor or a scholar, a backward person or a
progressive, must allow himself to be guided by the authority of others, in other words, he must believe.

Someone once wrote: “The unbeliever also believes. He believes in unbelief. He believes
unreasonably because he himself does not know and doesn’t know how to explain why he believes so.”
This is the explanation of Alexander Mohla: “We also have faith, but our faith is a reasonable faith. We
know whom we believe in and we know why we believe in him. In whom? - in God the Creator and God
the Savior. God promised to send and He did send His son, the Teacher of pure truth that is stainless.
And people understood whom they must believe and on whose authority they should depend. The
lessons which He proclaimed, He verified by miracles and prophesies and He sealed it with His glorious
Resurrection. Finally, He proved His mission by the fact of the existence of the Church which He
established, which amid innumerable difficulties and opposition for twenty centuries. Spread out,
expanded and preserved while waging victorious wars with its enemies. We know then, believing in
Christ, in whom we believe and why we believe. We know that we believe in God, because Christ,
through miracles, prophecies and the Church has shown and has proven that He is God, the Lord and
King. Hence, our faith is a reasonable faith.

This God of ours is not an unapproachable individual who is deaf, dumb and locked up within
himself, indifferent to the affairs of our world and distant and cold to us people.

Our God is a God whose Providence reaches from end to end and arranges everything
intelligently. Not even a hair falls from our head nor does any insect die without His knowledge. He is
our Father, our caring and loving Father.

How many times do we hear such arguments: How can | believe in that which | don’t
understand? If anyone just wants t o believe in that which he understands, he will know very little and
will believe in even less because we are surrounded by mystery. Deloges writes: “Whoever has lived on
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this earth scores of years and looks back at the findings and discoveries that were made through science
during that time such a person must be dazzled by the progress and by the achievements. Then he
involuntarily begins to imagine the kind of radical changes that will take place in people’s relations if it
continues. This something to day-dream about, but one must not forget that despite everything, the
human mind has its boundaries which it cannot cross. The learned researchers of the phenomena of life,
material, force and movement admit this. Their unanimous opinion is that every branch of knowledge
stops before a wall which it cannot penetrate, beyond which the human eye will never get.

For example, we know the results of electrical sparks, but who understands and knows what
they are? In the question of natural science, the question of secret growth, whether in plants or in
animals it is not completely ciarified and continues to remain a mystery.

When it comes to the question of the beginning or origin, the purpose of man, man’s goal; what
can natural science tell us? Nothing, absolutely nothing! Furthermore, who can explain what life is of
itself? We know that it acts, but we don’t know how it acts. What is that something, that moves, sees,
hears, feels and feels delight while it also feel the most delicate suffering, what acts within us and
beyond us, something that cannot be found when it is sought, and what suddenly appears when it is
least expected; what multiplies itself amid decomposition and corruption which is abundant on the
surface of the earth, tin the air and in the depths of the sea. Isn’t this a mystery? An unfathomable
mystery? And there is an endless number of such mysteries. We are surrounded by mysteries, we move
within them and live. Everything that surrounds us, everything that exists, everything that we see and
what we are, taken together is nothing more than one, great mystery. Therefore, we cannot penetrate
and understand creatures and creation, yet would we want to penetrate and understand the Creator
and Lord of all of creation? The human mind gets lost in that which is limited and finished and would
that same mind be able to help itself with infinity and eternity?

| repeat, they are mysteries and there is no help for that. They are in human things, they are in
divine thing. | am omitting the arguments and the reasoning of the scholars to prove that there
definitely must be mysteries in a true religion. As a principle | place the following thesis: Human nature
demands that there would by mysteries in a true religion. | borrow for myself such an argument. Every
person feels within himse!f some sort of inexplicable and over powering tendency to everything that is
mysterious or puzzling or in general, hidden and unapproachable.

The proof of this are the tricks, swindles and black magic practiced already in pagan times, the
sorcery and spells, the charms and superstitious ways of removing problems and disasters or of bringing
about success. Furthermore, why is it that in such an enlightened and progressive country as are the
United States, today fortune-telling blossoms like never before and American men and women, and
these are from the higher class and of the American elite, annually throw millions of dollars into the
coffers of fortune tellers who are true leeches and frauds.

Thus, it is for this simple reason that our society with its overestimated civilization and its
exaggerated education feels the need of mystery and like a naive and credulous child, tries to unravel
mysterious puzzles. Since there is a lack of true and holy mysteries, he creates for himself false,




